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Goods Inspection Guidelines 

Last updated: 21 May 2024 

Whether you are buying tech gadgets, textbooks, or residence essentials, these tips will help 
you make informed decisions and ensure a smooth transaction process. Remember, a 
thorough inspection not only ensures you get what you pay for but also fosters a trustworthy 
buying and selling environment. 

 

1. General Inspection Tips 

● Prepare a Checklist: Before meeting, list what you expect to inspect. For electronics, 
include power-up, functionality tests, and accessory checks. For textbooks, look for 
page quality and markings. 

● Bring a Friend: Having someone with you not only increases safety but also gives you 
a second opinion on the item's condition. 

● Stay Charged: If inspecting electronic devices, bring a portable charger to ensure the 
device can be powered on during the inspection. 

● Documentation: For high-value items, ask for any available purchase receipts, 
warranties, or authenticity certificates. 

● Safety First: If at any point you feel uncomfortable or unsafe, trust your instincts and 
do not continue with the transaction. 

2. Electronics (Laptops, Tablets, Phones) 

● Power On: Ensure the device turns on and boots up to the operating system without 
issues. 

● Check for Physical Damage: Look for cracks, dents, or scratches on the body, camera 
and screen. 

● Test Ports and Accessories: Bring along any necessary cables to test USB, HDMI, and 
power ports. Check included accessories for wear or damage. 

● Battery Life: Inquire about battery life and observe any battery health indicators if 
available. 

● Software and Features: Navigate through the device to ensure software operates 
smoothly. Test camera, audio, microphone, and any specific features like fingerprint 
sensors. 

3. Textbooks 

● Condition: Check the cover and spine for damage. Open the book to inspect for torn 
or missing pages. 
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● Markings: Note the extent of highlighting, underlining, or notes. Some markings may 
be acceptable, but excessive writing could affect usability. 

● Edition: Verify the textbook edition matches the one needed for your course. Editions 
can significantly differ in content. 

 

4. Clothing and Residence Essentials 

● Quality Inspection: Check for any signs of wear, tear, or damage. For clothing, inspect 
seams, buttons, and zippers. 

● Size and Fit: Ensure clothing items match your size. If possible, try on for fit (consider 
privacy and appropriateness of the location). 

● Authenticity: For branded items, be cautious of counterfeits. Familiarize yourself with 
brand-specific markers of authenticity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


